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The Armed Services Blood Program (ASBP) supplies blood to military members, their families and 
Department of Defense (DoD) employees across the nation and around the world. Currently, one of the 
program's most important missions is providing support to the troops engaged in Operation Iraqi Freedom 
(OIF) and Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF). Having an adequate supply of blood in forward areas can 
mean the difference between life and death for those injured in the line of duty. To make sure blood is 
available for those who need it most, the ASBP needs ongoing donor support.  

Col. Michael Fitzpatrick, who oversees DoD's blood collection and distribution system, explained that while 
all blood types are needed every day, the war in Iraq has increased the need for Type O blood. He noted, 
"Type O blood is what we send to forward areas because it is the universal blood type. When a soldier, 
sailor, airman or marine needs blood, Type O is given immediately until tests can confirm blood type. Those 
who have given to the ASBP have enabled us to meet the needs of our deployed troops, but we need 
continued support — particularly from Type O donors."  

 The ASBP's ability to support deployed troops and 
military communities at home is a testament to the 
dedicated donors who give as often as possible. With 
many of those donors deployed, however, more donors 
are needed to take their place.  

New donor restrictions put in place last year due to 
concerns regarding the spread of variant Creutzfeldt-
Jakob Disease (vCJD), better known as "mad cow 
disease," have led many people to mistakenly think they 
are not eligible to give. Although there are some new 
limitations, traveling to Europe alone does not 
necessarily exclude donation. The restrictions apply 
only to those who were in the affected areas for 
extended periods of time during specific years. More 
information on eligibility is available on this site. Those 
who wish to donate, but are not sure if they are eligible, 
should contact their local blood donor center to find out. 

"Most healthy people can give blood — even many who 
are on medication," says Fitzpatrick. "We are grateful to 
those who have donated in the past and continue to 
donate regularly. We also hope that the increased need 
will encourage those who have been reluctant to donate 
to support our troops in a way only a blood donor can. 
We are constantly working to develop new technologies 
to minimize blood loss and replace lost blood volume, 
but there really is no substitute for blood." 

Staff at many blood donor centers have increased their hours and scheduled more mobile blood drives to 
support OIF and OEF. A blood donor center spokesperson noted, "Our military donors know the blood they 
donate could be the blood that saves their lives in the field. Now that many of our regular donors are 
engaged in action, that message really hits home. We want to make sure we support them the way they've 
supported others through their donations."  

Those wishing to donate blood or to sponsor a group blood drive should contact their local blood donor 
center to make arrangements. 

American pride flows through us all. Donate blood. 

http://www.militaryblood.dod.mil/canidonate.cfm
http://www.militaryblood.dod.mil/wheretogive.cfm
http://www.militaryblood.dod.mil/wheretogive.cfm
http://www.militaryblood.dod.mil/wheretogive.cfm

