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Military Family Members, Service Members Recognized with 

Volunteer Award  
NMFA Names 2007 Very Important Patriot Award Recipients

ALEXANDRIA, VA September 26, 2007 — Each year the National Military Family 
Association (NMFA) administers the Very Important Patriot (VIP) Program that 
recognizes exceptional volunteers worldwide who are so giving of their time. NMFA is 
pleased to announce the 2007 five Award of Merit, five Award of Honor, and five Very 
Important Patriot Award recipients.  

This year five service members and ten Family Members from the Army, Navy, Air 
Force and Marine Corps will receive one of the three awards from NMFA. Any active 
duty, National Guard and Reserve, or retired service member of the seven uniformed 
services, their Family Members, and survivors are eligible to be nominated. All recipients 
receive a cash prize and the VIP Award winners also win a trip for two to Washington, 
DC to be honored at an awards dinner with the program sponsors and senior military 
leaders.  

The recipients of the 2007 Very Important Patriot Award, $1000 prize, and trip to 
Washington, D.C. are: 

• MA2 Alexander Bates, U.S. Navy Service Member, Navy Expeditionary 
Combat Command, CA At an early age, MA2 Bates made the decision to be a 
positive role model to young teens. Most recently, Bates has dedicated his time to 
mentoring and assisting troubled youth through a volunteer program at a second-
chance school for adolescents. His efforts have helped reduce delinquency and 
increased community safety by helping high-risk youth and their families become 
positive contributors to their community.     
  

• Toni Caragiulo, U.S. Navy Spouse, U.S. Naval Hospital Naples, Italy Mrs. 
Caragiulo is directly responsible for bringing the Navy COMPASS program to 
Naples, ensuring that spouses have a resource to learn about the Navy and to 
connect with other Navy spouses. She has also served as the Ombudsman for two 
area commands. Additionally, Mrs. Caragiulo led many activities that 
strengthened relations between the Navy community and the local Italian 
community and supported the education system of military children.  
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• Ginger Dosedel, U.S. Air Force Spouse, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 
OH  After years designing and creating custom clothing to fit over the leg braces 
her son often wore, Mrs. Dosedel decided to use her expertise to aid wounded 
service members. At the suggestion of her son, Dosedel redirected her sewing 
talents and started Sew Much Comfort. Sew Much Comfort is a nonprofit 
organization that makes adaptive clothing for wounded service members to help 
them maintain their dignity and independence after a life-altering injury. Her 
clothing line is now being shipped worldwide.     

• Shannon Maxwell, U.S. Marine Corps Spouse, nominated from Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, NC, now at Marine Corps Base Quantico, 
VA Mrs. Maxwell turned her family’s personal tragedy, the serious brain injury of 
her husband while serving in Iraq, into a triumph for military families. Maxwell 
co-founded Hope for the Warrior, a nonprofit organization aimed at giving hope 
to wounded service members and their families through constructing transition 
housing for families who have a wounded service member, providing educational 
support for spouses, and responding to special requests that have a meaningful 
impact on the spirit of the wounded or their families.   

• SSgt Ricky Saldivar, U.S. Marine Corps Service Member, Naval Air Station 
Joint Reserve Base, TX SSgt Saldivar was able to escape the gang violence that 
was prevalent in his neighborhood when he was growing up. After joining the 
Marine Corps he didn’t forget the importance a good role model made in his life. 
To “pay it forward,” Saldivar volunteers his time with a gang prevention program, 
juvenile detention center, and local food bank. His efforts set him as an example 
of someone who can make a positive impact on the community.  

The recipients of the 2007 VIP Award of Honor and a $500 prize are: 

• Dawn-Michele Hirata, U.S. Air Force Spouse, Keesler Air Force Base, MS 
• Deborah Johns, U.S. Marine Corps Family Member, Roseville, CA  
• CPT Theresa Bunn, U.S. Army Reserve, O'Connell Reserve Center, OK 
• Alyson Jackson-Hill, U.S. Air Force Spouse, Aviano Air Force Base, Italy 
• Julie Watson, U.S. Air Force Spouse, Eielson Air Force Base, AK 

The recipients of the 2007 VIP Award of Merit and a $250 prize are: 

• Justin Brundin, U.S. Army Family Member, Fort Hood, TX  
• Nichelle Cushing, U.S. Army Family Member, Fort Richardson, AK  
• CPT Candace Hurley, U.S. Army, Fort Jackson, SC 
• CPO (Ret) Timothy Farley, U.S. Navy, Richmond, VA  
• Tanja McIntosh, U.S. Army Spouse, Fort Leonard Wood, MO  

NMFA is grateful to the generous VIP program sponsors, all suppliers to military 
commissaries: The Coca-Cola Company, Kellogg Company, Clorox Company, H.J. 
Heinz Company, and Tyson Foods for continuing to support this program over the years 
and for their commitment to the military community. 



About NMFA 
The National Military Family Association is the only national organization whose sole 
focus is the military family and whose goal is to influence the development and 
implementation of policies that will improve the lives of the families of the seven 
uniformed services: the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and the 
Commissioned Corps of the Public Health Service and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. For nearly 40 years, its staff and volunteers, comprised 
mostly of military Family Members, have built a reputation for being the leading experts 
on military family issues. Visit http://www.nmfa.org/ for more information.    
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