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DARMSTADT, Germany—Armed Services Blood Bank Center-Europe, Landstuhl, Germany 

Breaks New Record: 5,000 Complete Units of Blood Reached at Darmstadt Blood Drive.  By 

Amy Buenning Sturm 

 

2nd Lt. Alex Borowicz believed he was just doing his job when he stopped by the Kelley 

Barracks Fitness Center in Darmstadt on December 14 to donate blood for his fellow Soldiers 

downrange.  What Borowicz didn't know, until he was already seated in a lounge chair, squeezing 

away at a bright red ball and cracking jokes with Hospitalman Corpsman First Class Michael 

Beam, was that his blood donation was the 5,000th complete unit of blood contributed in Europe 

to the Armed Services Blood Program during 2007. 

 

According to Capt. Phillip Bossart, the chief 

of the Armed Services Blood Bank Center-

Europe, when the mobile blood bank team 

was preparing to depart for the quarterly 66th 

Military Intelligence Group Blood Drive, one 

of the members of the team brought up that 

they were close to receiving 5,000 complete 

units of blood during 2007, a new benchmark 

for Europe.   

 

Bossart explained, "We've never approached 

that number, never even thought of it," so 

when the issue came up, the team checked 

their records to, "see what they had."  It was 

then that the team realized, according to Mr. 

Mike Peacock, the blood donor recruiter for 

ASBBC-Europe, that they were just 36 

complete units shy of the 5,000 mark.   

 

Peacock immediately alerted the 66th MI Group, who helped spread the word in the Darmstadt 

community that their quarterly blood drive had the potential to break a European record.  As 

 

Corpsman First Class, Michael Beam drawing 
blood from 2nd Lt. Alex Borowicz, 66th Military 
Intelligence Group 



Peacock explained, the ASBBC-E regularly receives between 50 and 75 units of blood at each 

Darmstadt drive, and the team was confident that they would reach their goal at Friday's event.  

But, the accomplishment, according to Peacock, belongs to the "entire European community of 

donors, we owe it all to them." 

 

The fact that the 5,000 unit achievement was even in their grasp, according to Bossart, was a 

direct result of the commitment of the EUCOM donor base population and the Landstuhl blood 

donor team (ASBBC-Europe).  "It’s the people," he explained.  "They accept the mission and 

really work to get the word out."  Thanks to an aggressive publicity push and some Europe-wide 

news attention, entire units like Darmstadt's 66th MI Group, began contacting the program and 

scheduling drives across Europe. "The media attention really opened the floodgates for us," he 

stated.  

 

Other factors contributed to the year-long success for the Armed Services Blood Program, 

according to Major Jose Quesada, the director of blood services for Landstuhl Regional Medical 

Center.  The consolidation of the Lakenheath donor program with the Landstuhl based team made 

the program truly joint, incorporating Army, Air Force, and Navy under one Armed Services 

Blood Bank Center Europe-wide.   

 

Additionally, according to Quesada, the military has some of the, "best phlebotomists in the 

world," ensuring that when donors are in the chair, 96-97% of the time medics are able to find a 

viable vein.  With more improvements on the way, including the installation of aphaeresis 

machines at Landstuhl itself, to facilitate platelets and plasma donations, and the introduction of 

safer donation bags with a built-in diversion pouch, Quesada believes that ASBBC-E will be able 

to continue to expand its reach and the number of lives it can save. 

 

On Friday, however, the focus was still on donor number 36, the magic number that would launch 

the ASBBC-E over their new donation record.  Anticipating the lucky donor became a rapid fire 

guessing game, as all potential donors are not eligible to donate. The donors who were eligible 

still had to complete the standard thirty-minute screening process to protect the safety of the 

military's blood supply, according to Quesada.  As donors went from the sign-in, to the interview 

process, to the medical check, and were finally hooked up to donation bags, the anticipation in the 

room mounted.  Quesada was quick to remind all the donors, including Spc. Rachel Narey, a first-

time donor fighting through nerves to contribute her pint for her two brothers downrange, that 

each donation was just as important as the 5,000th. 

 

Borowicz, the new executive officer for Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 66th MI 

Group, the sponsors of the blood drive, and lucky number 36, just happened to come through the 

donation process at the exact right time.   

 

"I thought it could be me," he explained, "because I knew they were aiming for that number.  I 

just came at the right time I guess."  As Borowicz finished his pint and Beam removed the needle 

from his arm, the Armed Services Blood Program team presented Borowicz with a shirt, engraved 

glassware, and a coin.   

 

Afterwards, Borowicz was a little overwhelmed by all the attention. "I just gave blood," he stated, 

"and here they are giving me all this stuff.  I was just doing my duty as a Solider, so the people 

downrange have what they need to focus on their jobs."  And as for the accomplishment of 

reaching 5,000 complete units in a single year, according to Borowicz, it simply shows, "the 

devotion of the troops we have here, and the camaraderie in the military, that we take the time to 

make sure we provide our brothers and sisters down there the blood they need." 


